Happy holidays and a wonderful New Year 2009
This is my last message of 2008, with renewed information on forthcoming mycological events. We will meet again in 2009, when this sort of periodical (usually monthly) "newsletter" will continue to provide information to Latin American mycologists on academic activities in our field. It is my sincere wish that next year will be fruitful for you all, personally and academically.
Warmest regards
Prof. Gioconda San-Blas
Head, Mycology Lab.
Venezuelan Institute for Scientific Research
Caracas, Venezuela

Obituary - Dr. William Kaplan
Dr- William Kaplan passed away on July 30, 2008. An obituary, written by Dr. Leo Kaufman, can be read at:
http://www.isham.org/pdf/KaplanWilliam.pdf

Forthcoming mycological meetings:

Emerging Disease and Surveillance E (IMED 2009) will Venue: Vienna, Austria, 13-16 February, 2009
Contact: http://imed.isid.org/

Focus on Fungal Infections 19
Fort Myers, Florida, U.S.A., March 4-6, 2009.
Contact: meetings@imedex.com 
Web site: http://www.imedex.com/appresources/pdf/announcements/A047.01.pdf

Tropical Fusarium Workshop 
Date: 6-10 April 2009
Universidade Federal Rural de Pernambuco – UFRPE, Brazil 
Website: http://www.pgfitopat.ufrpe.br/tfw2009.html

HFP2009: Molecular Mechanisms of host-pathogen interactions and virulence in human fungal pathogens
Date: 2009 May 2 - 2009 May 8 Venue: la Bergerie, La Colle sur Loup, France 
Contact:
Dr Christophe d'Enfert Fungal Biology and Pathogenicity, Institut Pasteur, rue du Docteur Roux 25, Paris Cedex 15, 75724, France Tel: +33-1-4061 3257 Fax: +33-1-4568 8938 Email: hfp2007@pasteur.fr
http://www.fems-microbiology.org/website/nl/page61.asp

TOKYO 2009 - 17th International ISHAM Congress
Tokyo, Japan, May 25-29, 2009
Contact: isham-tokyo@congre.co.jp
Website: http://www.congre.co.jp/isham2009/
Satellite Symposia: Beijing, China, May 30-31, 2009
Contact: isham2009@fungalinfection.cn 
The second circular with full information on the ISHAM Congress in Tokyo is available in http://www.congre.co.jp/isham2009/pdf/second.pdf. 
The congress will consist of more than 50 symposia, 5 keynote lectures, 1 special lecture and 8 luncheon and evening seminars, and with this number it will be one of the largest and most diverse congresses in medical mycology. About two-thirds of the symposia have confirmed chairpersons, which all are reputed scientists. This is a great opportunity to learn about the latest developments in clinical and fundamental science, and to make contacts with workers in established and emerging countries worldwide. Registration is now open. For any questions concerning this challenging congress, contact isham-tokyo@congre.co.jp. 
Please note the following dates for the ISHAM congress:
Registration and Abstract Submission are already open
Abstract Submission Deadline December 26, 2008
Early Registration Deadline February 19, 2009
Pre-registration Deadline April 20, 2009.

The 26th International Congress of Chemotherapy 
Toronto, Canada, 18-21 June, 2009. 
Scientific Secretariat:
26th ICC 2009
c/o AMMI Canada
E-mail: icc09@ammi.ca
Web site: www.icc-09.com

Meeting of The French Society of Medical Mycology
Poitiers, France, June 18-19, 2009. 
Contact bruetsch@pasteur.fr

The 27th International Specialised Symposium on Yeast: " Pasteur's Legacy: Yeast for Health and Biotechnologies"
Date: 2009 Aug 26 - 2009 Aug 29 
Venue: Institut Pasteur, Paris, France 
Contact:
Dr Claude Gaillardin Microbiologie et Génétique Moléculaire, CNRS UMR 2582 INRA UMR 1238, Institut National Agronomique Paris-Grignon, Thiverval Grignon, 78850, France Tel: +33 1 30 815 452 Fax: +33 1 30 845 457 Email: claude.gaillardin@grignon.inra.fr
http://www.fems-microbiology.org/website/nl/page61.asp

Forthcoming Courses:
The French-language course in medical mycology at the Pasteur Institute, Paris, France, will take place from 2 March - 10 April, 2009; deadline for registration is 15 November, 2008. For general information on the course, click http://www.pasteur.fr/ip/easysite/go/03b-000027-01t/teaching/courses-2008-2009/cours-d-analyse-des-genomes


Maestría en Micología Médica
Universidad Nacional del Nordeste, Resistencia, Chaco y Hospital Muñiz, Buenos Aires, República Argentina. Duración: 2 años
Inicio: Marzo de 2009
Contactos: Dra. Alicia Arechavala- E-mail: aarechavala@intramed.ne 
Dr. Gustavo E. Giusiano- E-mail: gusgiusi@bib.unne.edu.ar 
Sra. Marina Vallejos E-mail: inmedreg@bib.unne.edu.ar 

The 4th Medical Mycology masterclass of the Australian Society for Microbiology will be given 29 Oct - 1 Nov, 2009, on Hamilton Island, Queensland, Australia. For information go to http://www.theasm.com.au/meetings .


The BSMM/University College London MSc/Diploma Course in Medical Mycology
Applications are invited for this distance learning based course in the theory and practice of medical mycology. The course is based at University College London and run jointly with the British Society for Medical Mycology. Teaching is by means of DVDs, web-based materials and practical courses, and includes a research project conducted at the student’s home institution.
Further details and contact: http://www.isham.org/BSMM.html


Assorted matters and new books:

Molecular Biology Blog: The blog for research scientists and advanced students
A new blog was launched this week. The Molecular Biology Blog aims to keep research scientists, advanced students and other professionals informed on current research, recent advances, topical issues and new technology.
http://www.caister.com/molecular-biology-blog/

New guidelines for susceptibility testing of fungi are available from the Clinical and Laboratory Standards Institute (CLSI) and can be purchased at the CLSI website http://www.clsi.org/. 

An interesting call is opened: Innovative Approaches to Target Identification and Assay Development for Fungal Diagnosis (R21/R33), see http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-AI-08-055.html This Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA), is issued by the NIAID, National Institutes of Health, and solicits applications to foster collaborative efforts between the mycology research community and the innovative technology sector to develop novel clinical diagnostic targets and subsequent assays for invasive aspergillosis (IA) and other invasive fungal diseases common to immunocompromised or immunosuppressed patients. Ultimately, research sponsored in response to this FOA should lead to the development of a novel diagnostic test(s) for detection of invasive fungal disease(s) that must include invasive aspergillosis. For scientific questions, please co ntact Rory A. Duncan, rd188u@nih.gov. 

Focus on Fungi
The American Academy of Microbiology has released a new colloquium report, “The Fungal Kingdom: Diverse and Essential Roles in Earth’s Ecosystem”, which describes the critical role of fungi and outlines a research agenda for furthering the field.

Pathogenic Fungi: Insights in Molecular Biology 
Publisher: Caister Academic Press, 2008
Edited by: Gioconda San-Blas and Richard A. Calderone Instituto Venezolano de Investigaciones Científicas, Caracas, Venezuela and Georgetown Univ Medical, Center Georgetown University, Washington DC, USA
ISBN: 978-1-904455-32-5 
Price: GB £150 or US $310 (hardback).
Pages: 264
 For contents, link to http://www.horizonpress.com/hsp/books/pat2.html
Two previous volumes (2004):
Volume 1: Pathogenic Fungi: Host Interactions and Emerging Strategies for Control
Volume 2: Pathogenic Fungi: Structural Biology and Taxonomy 

The Aspergilli -  Genomics, Medical Aspects, Biotechnology, and Research Methods
Publisher: CRC Press, 2008
Edited by: Gustavo H. Goldman and Stephen A. Osmani Universidade de Sao Paulo, Brazil, and Ohio State University, Columbus, USA
ISBN: 978-0-8493-9080-7 
Price: GB £82 or US $149.95
Pages: 576
 For contents, link to http://www.crcpress.com/shopping_cart/products/product_contents.asp?id=&parent_id=&sku=9080&isbn=9780849390807&pc=



ASPERGILLUS FUMIGATUS AND ASPERGILLOSIS



Editors:  Jean-Paul Latgé, Institut Pasteur; William J. Steinbach, Duke University

Modern medical technologies are repairing the human body in ways never imagined only a few years ago, but they are leaving an increasing population of patients who are newly susceptible to opportunistic pathogens.  Invasive and chronic fungal infections have become a formidable clinical opponent, and foremost among them is Aspergillus fumigatus.  This volume offers the latest insights into the fundamental biology and pathogenesis of A. fumigatus and how it establishes disease, as well as the newest strategies for characterizing, diagnosing, and treating its spectrum of clinical infection.

ISBN: 978-1-55581-438-0

Hardcover, 598 pages, full-color insert, illustrations, index.

List price: $169.95

ASM member price: $159.95

Link to:

http://estore.asm.org/viewItemDetails.asp?ItemID=797

Textbook of Medical Mycology
Third edition
Jagdish Chander, MD, DNB, MAMS
http://www.isham.org/TextbookChander.html

Current Fungal Infection Reports
Themes covered so far include epidemiology, genomics and pathogenesis, pharmacology of new antifungal agents, therapy, diagnosis and much more. The journal is published quarterly by the Current Medicine group, in paper and electronic formats.
Website: http://www.current-reports.com/home_journal.cfm?JournalID=FR%20.

Journal of Invasive Fungal Infections
A new quarterly review journal in medical mycology has been started: the Journal of Invasive Fungal Infections, with John Perfect as editor-in-chief. For full information and online access, click http://www.invasivefungalinfections.com/default.aspx .
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