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Disclaimer: This work of fiction does not pretend to represent the points of view of the Vargas School of Medicine or of the Central University of Venezuela 

Before: 

Well, said Marduk, let us examine Yawa´s project. We all have the detailed protocol; but it would be well if Yawa could summarize the fundamentals for us. 

Agreed, said Yawa, we are energy. Our individuality is an harmonic mathematical function. In addition, there is a great amount of matter in the Universe. I propose to provide matter with energy, and this energy will enable matter to reproduce. The results will have an individual tridimensional form. 

What is the final objective? asked Bel. 

Let us go step by step, answered Yawa. Matter with energy will have life it will then be changing, stepwise. These changes will produce improvement and increasing complexity. Intelligence will appear. Living forms will choose the best way. But, what is the final objective? reiterated Bel… with some emphasis. Intelligent life will understand us and will be able to unite with us; to make a different and better Universe, answered Yawa. 
But the initial energy…where will it come from? asked Aton. From me… answered Yawa… From myself!!! 

It is a great project, said Marduk, but it is not free of danger. I am worried about free will of living forms. There is a great risk of chaos… Yes, but it will go on gradually, pointed out Shaitan, Yawa´s friend. When each stage is completed, or from eon to eon, we could evaluate results, we could correct mistakes or even stop the project. 

I propose, said Aton that Shaitan should act as Auditor. He will present his observations and conclusions from time to time. These will be discussed in a plenary session with Yawa. Thus, we could evaluate the progress of the project and chaos will be prevented. 

I approve this thusly, said Marduk. Seconded! said Bel and Aton in unison. So it should be and so will it be! concluded Marduk. 

Then, Shaitan spoke to Yawa and said, I am afraid my dear friend that henceforth I must become your adversary. So it should be and so will it be! answered Yawa with sadness. 

The Beginning 

And the energy that was Yawa travelled the expanding Universe, and in a corner of a galaxy he let loose a fragment of matter. Then, Yawa made the cradle of life. There was a central star that emitted light. From it, Yawa detached bodies that gyrated and had heat in their centers and their form was that of a sphere. Yawa tested diverse dispositions and temperatures according to the composition of the bodies and their distance from the star. Yawa recognized in matter what was solid, liquid or gaseous and the latter was a wind that blew over the rest. Yawa chose the third great body around the star and there he separated the solid part and surrounded it by liquid and covered it with gases for protection. The cortex of the solid part cooled off and Yawa created compounds of carbon, hydrogen and nitrogen and gave from himself energy so that they might endure and could make other similar ones. 

We do not know whether these compounds or others similar to them were made in other celestial bodies and whether there were other cradles or not. Only Yawa has that information. 

And it happened that Shaitan came and inspected what Yawa had done, made a report and called together a plenary session. 

The cradle of life is made! said Shaitan and everything is performed according to plan. My opinion is favorable, but the project is just starting. 

It is so, said Yawa. 

I approve what has been done up to now said Marduk. Seconded said Bel and Aton. 

Then Shaitan spoke to Yawa, everything is well including our friendship. It is so, for now, answered Yawa. 

And Yawa decided that compounds that had been created would surround themselves with membranes and thus was born the unit of life. Yawa designed a molecule within that would codify the information, and could transmit it and recreate it by itself. These we know respectively as cells and nucleic acids. And these cells and acids made by themselves structures for locomotion. Thus they went up and down in the liquids or crept over the solid surfaces. Some extracted energy directly from light while others obtained energy from chemical reactions. Some cells united to similar ones, while others that could use light directly delved into cells that could not and dwelt together. There were other structures that could not take energy by themselves nor form true cells, but could enter into the latter and make them produce energy and structures for the benefit of the invaders. There was diversity and variety. Some forms could not survive and disappeared. It also happened that some cells opted for ingesting others and living off them. So predators were born. 

Yawa saw this with concern, but did not intervene. 

Shaitan came, filed his report and in plenary session said, behold! life exists, it has variety, and moves. It reproduces and conserves structures but also evolves. There are already beings that take their energy from light whereas others take it from chemical reactions in matter. There are other creatures that destroy other life to maintain and create their own. This calls my attention. Predators help in selection, answered Yawa, they are controllable, and we must let them be. 

Marduk thought in depth and said, we are very much at the beginning. I give my vote of confidence to Yawa, but Shaitan did well to inform us. He should follow this closely. In the mean time; let Yawa continue to follow his design. I second this, said Bel and so do I, said Aton…but later. 
I have my doubts about predators said Shaitan to Yawa…They are needed, said Yawa and they are kept under control. For now… answered Shaitan. 

Life grew and it diversified in the waters and then in dry land. Yawa made that certain forms of life would integrate into complex structures that developed differentiated tissues. There was a distinction between plants that took energy from the star‘s light and animals that lived off plants and those animals that lived off other animals. 

Fish came off water and explored dry land and plants developed roots that would search for water wherever it might be present. Cycles were made of wondrous detail in which soil passed into what was vegetal and then the latter passed into what was animal and then back to soil. Water could support life or be itself part of living things. 

Yawa then had accomplished the part of his project that envisioned that matter with energy would have life, and that it would change in several steps. It was so reported by Shaitan; and this was approved in plenary session. 

Continuation 

Animal life became more complex; there were forests, lakes and rivers with vegetation around and many fishes inside. Big animals populated the waters, lands and air. Some ate grasses or fruits; others ate other animals or their eggs. Plants were essential and were early forms of life, but animals were the ones to develop intelligence. Bodies, teeth and claws grew and land trembled when brontosaurs walked, but intelligence was used only to kill, eat, grow, mate and incubate. No eye looked skyward with questions. There were no partners for the Universe. Shaitan perceived that, and thought that the project stagnated and might fail. He let that be known in plenary session. 

Marduk said, Shaitan thinks that the project cycles around without great advancement. What was done by Yawa is truly amazing and of great virtuosity, but it does not seem to lead to the desired goal. This was my initial question, said Bel. What was the final objective? May be it is time to discontinue. 

Yawa vibrated and his tremor made everybody quiver. To discontinue???, shouted Yawa. Matter and energy are already integrated into life. Life feels and it may suffer. To discontinue???. What was done still amazes you all! What is it that Shaitan wants? To bury what is most beautiful in the Universe? Does Shaitan understand what it is to create life??... The problem is not Shaitan, said Aton. The problem is that intelligence is not advancing; and in the way that life is developing it cannot progress. There is an abundance of life, but little intelligence. 

What do you propose? asked Marduk. To cease, answered Aton. Not without hearing Yawa again, pointed out Marduk. Then Yawa said, so be it! Let us sacrifice the great reptiles. We will leave an open field to other life forms. I, even I, will do it. 

Without waiting long, Yawa hurled a great celestial mass to the third planet. It crashed with great sound and produced heat and consumed oxygen and dried up the sweet waters. Reptiles died as did other forms of life; and Yawa saw with sadness how the green planet withered. 

Said Yawa to Shaitan, you have caused that I myself destroy my creation. I have damaged a part of me. Yet, your envy will not extinguish my project. We shall see, said Shaitan. We will see what you can do. We will see…pointed out Marduk. We will see said Bel and Aton in unison. 

To be continued… 

